
1. WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
   
 2.1 [Vote] Minutes: Equestrian Commission Special Meeting - March 16, 2026

03-16-26 EQU Comm Sp Mtg Minutes-Draft.pdf

3. RECOGNITION OF EMILY MCHUGH, FIRST EQUESTRIAN COMMISSION CHAIR

4. HORSE/LARGE ANIMAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PLAN - DISCUSSION
   
 4.1 Discussion of Horse/Large Animal Disaster Preparedness - Discussion

Volunteer Training & Credentialing - Draft.pdf
Evac Plan for Large Animals Doc.pdf

5. JULY 4 AMERICA250 CELEBRATION: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE ROLE OF
HORSES IN THE FOUNDING OF OUR NATION

   
 5.1 Celebrating 250: Heritage Horses in History in America

6. REGISTER NOW: LAND WE LOVE RUN AMERICA250 5K/10K OR 2-MILE WALK ON
JUNE 28, 2026

   
 6.1 Register Now: Land We Love Run America250 5K/10K or 2-Mile Walk on June

28, 2026
2026 Land We Love Run America250.pdf

Equestrian Commission - Special Meeting
AGENDA & NOTICE OF MEETING

THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2026 6:30 PM 
Village Hall | MacArthur Board Room

112 Algonquin Road
Barrington Hills, IL 60010

AUDIO OPTIONS: 
Dial:  312-626-6799 and enter meeting ID 889-5617-0602
Link:  Zoom Meeting ID 889-5617-0602; Passcode: 849920

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL

PUBLIC COMMENT
Be advised that public comment at the meeting is limited to three (3) minutes per
person.  If you are not able to attend, send your comment to the Village Clerk at
clerk@barringtonhills-il.gov and it will be forwarded to the Equestrian Commission
Members.
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https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88956170602?pwd=bmZMbU8zM3J6SERZMjhnWmMzSXZsUT09
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4145463/03-16-26_EQU_Comm_Sp_Mtg_Minutes-Draft.pdf
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4145414/Volunteer_Training___Credentialing_-_Draft.pdf
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4147635/Evac_Plan_for_Large_Animals_Doc.pdf
https://livestockconservancy.org/2025/07/16/celebrate-250-heritage-horses-in-history-in-america/
http://vbhil.gov/run
http://vbhil.gov/run
http://vbhil.gov/run
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4147388/2026_Land_We_Love_Run_America250.pdf


ADJOURNMENT
 

NOTICE AS POSTED
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Agenda Item No: 2.1

Equestrian Commission - Special Meeting Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: June 4, 2026
Submitted By: Nikki Panos
Submitting Department: 
Item Type: Minutes
Agenda Section: APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Subject:
[Vote] Minutes: Equestrian Commission Special Meeting - March 16, 2026

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
03-16-26 EQU Comm Sp Mtg Minutes-Draft.pdf
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https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4145463/03-16-26_EQU_Comm_Sp_Mtg_Minutes-Draft.pdf


EQUESTRIAN COMMISSION 

March 16, 2026 

Meeting Minutes 

Call to Order: 6:30 p.m. 

Present 

• Jill Zubak 
• Elaine Ramesh 
• Tricia Wood 
• Mary Beth Holsteen 
• Angela Johnson 
• Anna Paul, Director of Administration 

Absent: Laura Ekstrom, Trustee Liaison 

Public Comments: None. 

Approval of Minutes:  

The December 1, 2025, meeting minutes were approved (motion: Tricia Wood; second: 
Mary Beth Holsteen; passed). 

Amendment to Minutes:  

The minutes were amended to correct the spelling of Mary Beth Holsteen’s name (motion: 
Tricia Wood; second: Mary Beth Holsteen; approved). 

Updates 

McHenry County Conservation District: Elaine Ramesh shared that the district is 
developing a vision plan through 2040 and 2071 (its 100-year anniversary). Two open 
houses were held for public input, and the district is distributing 400 surveys to help shape 
the draft vision document. 

New Business 

Disaster Preparedness for Horses and Large Animals 

• Individual horse-owner preparedness plan 
• Mutual agreements/partnerships with evacuation sites 
• Designation of evacuation routes 
• Designation and training of volunteers 
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Action Items 

• Angela Johnson and Tricia Wood will draft the individual horse-owner preparedness 
plan. 

• Jill Zubak will develop a volunteer training program. 
• Mary Beth Holsteen and Elaine Ramesh will identify evacuation sites and draft 

reciprocity memorandums, including evacuation routes. 

Anna Paul requested a list of commission members willing to serve as points of contact for 
the Police Department for horse-related calls. 

All members agreed to be included. 

Equestrian Signage 

Following the prior meeting’s signage discussion, Mary Beth Holsteen reported that the 
Riding Club updated the list of signs needing cleaning/repair and identified additional 
locations where equestrian signage may be appropriate. Mary Beth will forward the 
updated list to Anna Paul, who will coordinate next steps with the Village. 

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m. 
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Agenda Item No: 4.1

Equestrian Commission - Special Meeting Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: June 4, 2026
Submitted By: Nikki Panos
Submitting Department: 
Item Type: Discussion
Agenda Section: HORSE/LARGE ANIMAL DISASTER PREPAREDNESS PLAN - DISCUSSION

Subject:
Discussion of Horse/Large Animal Disaster Preparedness - Discussion

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
Volunteer Training & Credentialing - Draft.pdf
Evac Plan for Large Animals Doc.pdf
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https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4145414/Volunteer_Training___Credentialing_-_Draft.pdf
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4147635/Evac_Plan_for_Large_Animals_Doc.pdf


Volunteer Training & Credentialing (Large – Animal Evac Ops) 

Goal: Build a dependable community Large Animal Evacuation Team that can mobilize 
within 60-90 minutes. 

Training framework (quarterly cycle): 

1.  Orientation (suggest two hours in a classroom setting): talk about roles, safety, 
communication, and legal basics (regarding the PETS ACT) implications; animal is 
property).  Use NASSAEP Planning/Resource Management (www.thenasaaep.com) 
and FEMA guidelines. 

2. Horse Handling & Trailer Safety (suggest four hours of hands-on training): perhaps 
let by HARPS/RCBH trainers and local veterinarians.  Include desensitization, 
haltering, loading/unloading, and sling awareness.  Local responders have 
previously trained with community equine groups – replicate that model (HARPs and 
Meredith Halas) 

3. Shelter Operations (BHPD?) – suggest three hours of training:  develop intake forms, 
animal ID, stall assignments, biosecurity, feed/water logistics, manure 
management, and owner reunification flow.  Use AVMA ( www.avma.org ) & 
NASAAEP sheltering best practices. 

4. Tabletop and Field Drill (annual one day drill): Simulate a fast-moving tornado/flood 
threat; stress test routes (IDOT), radio/Text communication, and overflow activation 

Credentialling: Simple village badge and contact sheet; maintain roster and annual 
refresher per USDA APHIS (www.aphis.usda.gov  0 contingency planning policy (document 
roles, training, and annual plan review. 

Mutual – aid & surge:  Pre-register outside volunteers via RedRover -  Home - RedRover 
(temporary sheltering deployments) and Fleet of Angels - www.fleetofangels.org (equine 
crisis logistics). 
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https://redrover.org/
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Agenda Item No: 5.1

Equestrian Commission - Special Meeting Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: June 4, 2026
Submitted By: Nikki Panos
Submitting Department: 
Item Type: Discussion
Agenda Section: JULY 4 AMERICA250 CELEBRATION: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE ROLE OF
HORSES IN THE FOUNDING OF OUR NATION

Subject:
Celebrating 250: Heritage Horses in History in America

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
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https://livestockconservancy.org/2025/07/16/celebrate-250-heritage-horses-in-history-in-america/


Agenda Item No: 6.1

Equestrian Commission - Special Meeting Agenda Item Report
Meeting Date: June 4, 2026
Submitted By: Nikki Panos
Submitting Department: 
Item Type: Report
Agenda Section: REGISTER NOW: LAND WE LOVE RUN AMERICA250 5K/10K OR 2-MILE
WALK ON JUNE 28, 2026

Subject:
Register Now: Land We Love Run America250 5K/10K or 2-Mile Walk on June 28, 2026

Suggested Action:

Attachments:
2026 Land We Love Run America250.pdf
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http://vbhil.gov/run
http://vbhil.gov/run
http://vbhil.gov/run
https://vbhil.granicus.com/services/legistar/download/pdf/4147388/2026_Land_We_Love_Run_America250.pdf


present the
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