
Application for Amcndmcnl lo Special Use

AI-Azlrnr lsh1mlc f•oundatlon 

160 Hawthorne Rood, Uorrington HHJs, IJJinois 60010 

Established • 1995 
r-i • 

Ill • AI-A1har Islamic Foundation (the "foundation") was founded by a group of'-•ltcagoland's E , t' A • M ,. J 
g) P 1an mencnn us 1111s. The name of the organization was inspired by al-ame 'e alAzhar. the I 01h century center of Islamic knowledge and learning in Cairo, Egypt.

The AI-Azhar Foundations prayer center in Barrington Hills was established twenty-five (25) yearsago
,
, and has since been serving its members, and many more who reside around it by offering a�oo· 

M 
. mmg place for all: the youth and the older generation, women and men, Muslims and non-

d 
ushrns. The Barrington I !ills Prayer Center is located at 160 Hawthorne Road. A legalescription of the property is attached hert:to as Exhibit A.

The special use required for a religious institution at the site was originally approved by Resolution
00-3o, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 8. The special use was amended in 202 I to
allo� .for an increased parking area by Ordinance 21-06, a copy of which is attached hereto and
Exh1b1t C. 
The Foundation now seeks to amend its existing special use to allow for construction of a _m�lti­
purpose interior prayer and assembly space on the north side of the existing prayer center butldmg. 
Detailed plans showing the existing and proposed site plan amendments are attached hereto as 
Exhibit D. The proposed addition contains approximately two thousand seven hundred (2,?00) 
square feet and will consist of a single story with a ceiling height of ten (I 0) feet. A basement 
multi-purpose room will also be added below grade. 

The Foundation does not anticipate an increase in the size of its current congregation, o: an
increase in traffic resulting from the proposed new construction. The change to the site plan ts to 
offer a less restrictive prayer and gathering space for the existing community. No additional 
parking is anticipated to be necessary as a result of the modifications to the site plan, no additional 
parking area is requested as a part of this application, and no modifications to the existing ingress 
or egress from the property are requested as part of this application. 

The proposed modification to the site plan would not reduce any current setback, would be well 
within the maximum FAR for residential uses in the R-1 District, and would otherwise comply 
with the specifically identified bulk regulations of the R-1 Zoning District. All new construction 
would fully comply with the Building Code requirements of the Village of Barrington Hills. 



T?e proposed amendment to I Village Zonin C 
t 1e special use meets ca h . g ode, as follows: c of the six (6) requirements set forth in the 

1. Jhe _establishment, lllni ntcnnncc or etrunental to or endanger the p bli
o

�ernrlon of Che special use will not be
general Welfare. 

u c tealth, safety, morals, comfort or 

Al-Azhar F d • oun atJon provides a s • • community. The Found t' . pintual center for the area's American Muslim
. a ion provides a safi · 

practice and engage w'th . 4'.': • 1 
e environment where the community can 

I Its ,art l pose quest' d 'd contemporary issues d h 1 . 
' ions an provi e answers to pertinent 

serve their fan1ilies 
' _an

hb 
e p ,ts members be upright American Muslims who proudly 

, nerg ors, and community. 
The Foundation promotes th h Ith 
thro h h . • e ea , safety, morals and general welfare of the community

. �� yout and children's activities and educational programs, women's group
act1v1t1es, and community engagement. 

2. The special use w"JJ t b • · • 1 no e mJur,ous to the use and enjoyment of other 

:roperty_ in the_ i��ediate �icinity for the purposes already permitted, nor
ubstantially d1mm1sh and impair property values within the neighborhood. 

The proposed an1endment to the special use will not change the nature of the use of the
Prayer Center which has been operating at the site for twenty-five (25) years. The proposed
amendment will simply expand the gathering space for the existing community to allow
for more comfortable gatherings for prayer and educational services. AJ-Azhar Foundation

has a generally positive relationship with neighboring property owners and has received no

complaints for its ongoing operations at the site. The proposed amendment will not change

the use of the site, and is consistent with the character and uses of the surrounding area

which include two other religious institutions. 

3. The Jot line between the proposed prayer space and the nearest adjacent property
owner has a high and dense screen of mature vegetation which would entirely limit

the visual impact of the proposed new construction.

It is not anticipated that the proposed site plan will have any impact on the use or enjoyment
of other properties in the immediate vicinity for the purposes permitted, nor is it anticipated
that the proposed gathering space will have any impact on the property values of
neighboring property owners.

4. The establishment of the special use wiJJ not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of surrounding property for uses permitted 
in the district; and 

The special use at the site has been in continuous operation for twenty-five (25) years. The 
surrounding properties are fuJJy developed with residential, agricultural and religious uses. 
The proposed additional gathering space would have no impact on the orderly development 
and improvement of surrounding property for permitted or special uses allowed in the R-1 





 

 

     

 
            

           
           

          
           

            
        

            
            

          
          

          
           

          
         

   
 

 















   

          
        

    

             
               

 

             
               

      

            
                

   

           
               

   

          
                 

          

              
                 
                  

                
            

              
            
              

         

            
                  

          
               
      

           
                 

     

               
                  

              
               

 

 

EXHIBIT C





  

   

 

   









 
    

   

      
    

     

   

            
  

                     
                 

                  
               

     

                    
               

                  
         

               
               

                 
    

 

              
          

                  
               

                  
                 

                   
                

              
                

               
           

                 
                     

               
                   

              
         

                 
               

                  
   

 



  
    
   

 

   

               
               

     

               
                 

                      
   

                   
                  

                 
                  

          

                   
                   

 

                
                

                  
   

                    
                   
              

              
         

               

                 
               

           
                

           
           
               
               

 

                  
                

                
          

 



  
    
   

 

 

  
    

 

   

                
                  
      

                    
      

       

  

   

 
    
    

 


















































































