
Lake Barrington Countryside Park District’s Winter Wonderland Returns 
Your Lake Barrington Countryside Park District Board is excited to bring back our lighted 
winter wonderland this year! Look for the lights to ‘appear’ after Thanksgiving.  Remember, 
our tennis/pickleball courts are open and lighted year-round. 

Visit https://www.lbcpd.org/ for more info about your park district offerings. Enjoy the season!
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Lake Barrington’s Ethics Commission
Did you know that the Village has an Ethics Commission? The independent 
commission adds to the overall transparency of our government and serves to 
investigate complaints alleging violations of the Ethics Chapter of the Village 
Code. We are proud to report that this 3-member Commission has never once 
had to meet regarding a violation!

I am pleased to extend warmest holiday wishes from the Village of Lake Barrington to all of our residents and businesses. The last 2 
years have tested our community and our nation, and I am proud of how our residents have responded to the challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

As we look to the New Year, one of the most exciting things we are celebrating is the opening of our newest restaurant, Domanico’s 
Steakhouse. Owner Jon Domanico is an area resident who with the help of his father (Nick) brings decades of experience in operating 
the Domanico family’s former business: Tapas Calpe and Orchard Prime Meats. Jon and his partners’ new Lake Barrington restaurant will 
offer USDA Prime steaks as well as tapas/trattoria cuisine and a curated selection of wines, cocktails, spirits, and beers. Reservations are 
accepted. Domanico’s Steakhouse is located about a quarter mile west of Kelsey Road on Route 14 at 28686 W Northwest Highway.

The Village is also pleased to announce that, once again, there will be no increase in the annual Village Tax Levy for the coming fiscal 
year. The Board of Trustees has always sought to keep residential property taxes as low as possible while developing revenue sources that 
keep the pressure off of residential property taxes. This has enabled Lake Barrington to maintain its philosophy of low taxes and strong 
financial management while also enabling the Village to provide such services as garbage and recycling collection, something that many 
communities in the north and northwest suburbs no longer do. 

Also on the financial front, Lake Barrington will be receiving over $660,000 in federal funds as part of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
that was passed by Congress and signed into law by President Biden earlier this year. Among other things, the law includes provisions to 
assist local governments in meeting the challenges posed by the pandemic.  

Small communities like Lake Barrington will receive the funds in two separate payments. The law also limits how the funds may be 
spent. Overall, ARPA funds may be used to pay for or to reimburse “COVID-19 expenditures or negative economic impacts of COVID-19, 
including assistance to small businesses, households, and hard-hit industries, and economic recovery”.  Village Trustee Richard Hayes, 
who chairs the Board’s Finance, Administration, and Human Resources Committee, will be leading efforts to assure that the Village stays 
in compliance with the federal regulations that govern the use of these funds. 

Finally, as we move to year’s end, all of the Trustees wish to thank all our residents for the kindness and understanding shown to one another 
through the COVID ordeal. We also want to thank our wonderful Village staff for their dedicated service as we applaud our remarkable first 
responders, including the women and men of the Lake County Sheriff’s Department, the Wauconda and the Barrington Countryside Fire 
Protection Districts, the Cuba Township Highway Department, and the healthcare professionals at Good Shepherd Hospital. All of these 
people have worked selflessly and most capably to serve our community through the pandemic and our community’s gratitude to them 
is eternal.

As always, we invite residents to reach out to us at LakeBarrington@LakeBarrington.org  or at (847) 381-6010 anytime we can be of 
assistance.  We also encourage you to sign up for Village e-news alerts at http://lakebarrington.municipalcms.com/notify.aspx so that 
you can be on the “first to know” list when important news updates occur.

Again, our best wishes for a safe and healthy holiday season and for a healthy and joyful 2022.

Sincerely,

Kevin C. Richardson
Village President
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New Village Logo; Now on LinkedIn
You may have noticed the new Village logo on this newsletter. 
It was designed to represent our Village’s many acres of 
publicly accessible open space. The flower is a Cut-leaf 
Coneflower (Rudbeckia laciniata) which is native to our area.

We have also launched a LinkedIn page for the Village. This 
is an additional resource through which we will share weekly 
updates highlighting our local businesses, residents, and 
interesting stories about Lake Barrington. Connect with us 
on LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/village-of-
lake-barrington/

Carbon Monoxide Safety
Carbon monoxide is an invisible, odorless gas that can cause 
illness and even death when not properly vented by your 
furnace or appliances. Carbon monoxide comes from the 
incomplete combustion of common fuels such as heating 
oil, gasoline, coal, wood, charcoal, kerosene, propane and 
natural gas. When properly operated and maintained, natural 
gas heating equipment and appliances are safe and efficient. 

If not properly operated and vented, carbon monoxide could 
build up in your living space creating a dangerous situation.

Improper venting may be caused by a number of problems 
- some of which may not be easily seen, making it important 
to have your equipment checked and serviced regularly. This 
includes: 

• Chimneys or vents blocked by leaves, bird nests, debris 
or heating residue 

• Malfunctioning or wrongly installed equipment 
• Heating equipment improperly enclosed by paneling or 

other structures 
• Improperly vented equipment

To protect yourself and your family against carbon monoxide 
poisoning, please test your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors frequently and replace them every 10 years. There 
are many smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors on 
the market. Regardless of brand, the detector you purchase 
should meet current UL standards and must be installed and 
operated according to the manufacturer’s instructions.

Additionally, if carbon monoxide symptoms are suspected, 
quickly exit the house to fresh air - taking all people and 
pets with you - and call for help. Do not reenter the home 
until it has been deemed safe to do so. Symptoms include: 

• Headaches
• Dizziness and weakness
• Nausea and vomiting
• Stinging eyes
• Sleepiness
• Heart flutters

Rising Natural Gas Pricing
Recently the Daily Herald estimated that Nicor customers 
should expect the cost of heating their homes this winter to rise 
as much as 48% compared to last winter.  If you find yourself 
in need, please reach out to the Shield of Caring Program that 
Nicor Gas is partnering with found at the Salvation Army on 
at ShieldOfCaring.com. Additionally, Illinois offers financial 
assistance through its Low Income Heat Energy Assistance 
Program.

Snow Removal Guidelines from Cuba 
Township Highway Commissioner 
Thomas J. Podgorski
As we approach winter, we want to remind all residents to not 
push snow onto the street. Additionally, landscaping should 
not be within 5 feet of the street - this includes “hardscaping” 
such as boulders and flagstone. Although these features are 
attractive, they could create a hazard and potentially lead to 
property and equipment damage. 

The Village retains the Cuba Township Road District to plow 
our public streets in Lake Barrington. During major storm 
events, current information can be found on their Homepage 
at www.CubaRoads.org. If you have a service request, 
complete their electronic form online or call and leave a 
message at (847) 381-7793. 

Not all streets within Lake Barrington are under our jurisdiction. 
Lake County Department of Transportation (LCDOT) and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) also have roads 
they maintain and plow. More information and service request 
forms can be found at the LCDOT website or by calling (847) 
377-7400 as well as the IDOT website or by calling (217) 782-
2937. 

Smart Salting
We can keep our sidewalks and driveways safe this winter if 
we practice these simple steps! 

• SHOVEL and SNOWBLOW: Clear walkways, driveways 
and other areas before the snow turns to ice. The more 
snow you remove manually, the less salt you will have to 
use and the more effective it will be.

• SCATTER: If you use salt, scatter it so that there is space 
between the grains. Believe it or not, a 12 oz. coffee mug 
of salt is enough to treat an entire 20-foot long driveway. 

• SWEEP: Clean up leftover salt, sand, and de-icer to save 
and reuse as needed.

• SWITCH: When pavement temperatures drop below 15 
degrees, salt won’t work! Switch to sand for traction. 

Everything that runs off your driveway ends up in a nearby 
lake, creek, or wetland. That includes salt and salty melted ice 
and snow, which pollute clean water. For more information, 
check out: 
https://flintcreekspringcreekwatersheds.org/challenges

Building Department News
Looking to make improvements to your property in 2022? The 
cold winter months are a great time to get estimates, select 
your contractor, apply for your Homeowners Association 
approval, and apply for your building permit, all while beating 
the springtime rush. 

The process of applying for home improvement projects such 
as HVAC, decks, balconies, driveways, fences, generators, 
patios, radon mitigation, roof, shed, & windows and doors are 
required to be submitted through the City Grows Building 
Permit Application Portal found on the Village’s Website. We 
encourage our contractors to apply for the building permit for 
our residents. 

Please visit the Building and Zoning Page under the Resident 
Services tab at the top of the Village Website lakebarrington.
org for the link to the application and all things building 
related.

Free Christmas Tree Pick-Up
Waste Management will provide “free” pick-up of live Christmas trees on the third 
Wednesday of January. Your tree must be out for disposal on that date and meet the pick-
up standards as noted below. Otherwise, you can call Waste Management at (800) 964-
8988 to arrange for special pick up. An additional charge will apply. 

• The tree must be free of ornaments, garland and other decorations. 
• Wreaths with wire cannot be composted, dispose with regular garbage. 
• Do not place your tree in a bag as the trees are composted. Trees in plastic bags will not 

be collected. 
• Trees must be no more than 6 feet tall and should weigh less than 50 pounds. If your tree 

is more than 6 feet tall and/or weighs more than 50 pounds, then please cut your tree into 
sections that are no more than 6 feet in length and that weigh less than 50 pounds. Trees 
will be tagged and left on site if they are too big or bulky for the truck.

BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

Join us at Domanico’s 
Steakhouse for your next 
dinner out on the town. 
Located a quarter mile 
west of Kelsey Road on 
Northwest Highway, the 
classic cuisines of Italian 
trattoria and Spanish tapas 
are on full display, using 
recipes from our family’s 
four generation heritage 
in the butcher industry, as 
well as our memorable 

travels across Europe and South America. The USDA Prime 
steaks that we showcase at Domanico’s are raised on the 
Great Plains of the American Midwest, then aged and hand-
cut by our experienced butchers before each cut is broiled 
with our signature seasoning blend. Desserts must not be 
overlooked being that our nightly selection is handcrafted 
by our chefs and also brought in daily from Ambrosia Euro 
American Patisserie. Globally-inspired wines rotate from visit 
to visit that uphold the appeal of small vintage winemaking; 
in addition to our professional menu of fine cocktails, spirits 
and beers. 

Check our Facebook page and email newsletter frequently as 
specialty dinners, tastings and nightly specials are featured 
on a rotating basis. We are open Tuesdays-Saturdays from 
4:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m. Reservations are recommended and 
can be made by calling (224) 655-7247. For more information, 
please visit domanicossteakhouse.com
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