
                                                                                                                                                             

Statement from the  
Village of Barrington Hills Board of Health (BoH) 

To 
Village of Barrington Hills Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 

Regarding 
Activities and positions of BoH regarding Health Issues related to Boarding and Density of Horses 

 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals, Village Residents, 
 
As Chairman of the Board of Health, I have been asked to provide commentary on activities and policy 
positions by the BoH in relation to potential Health issues related to the boarding and density of horses 
within the Village.  This comes as a part of the ongoing examination by the Village of Barrington Hills of 
this same subject. 
 
As a Board, we have reviewed technical papers and publications by experts in this area, most notably 
from faculty associated with the University of Illinois.  We have listened to comments from Village 
residents as well as presentations from BACOG geological experts in relation to the quality of surface 
waters and aquifers.  These documents and comments are part of the public record and may be 
accessed through the offices of the Village Administrator and the Village Engineer.  Part of the expanded 
comments have included a review of Village ordinances related to management of animal waste 
products 
 
The result of this review process and the position of the BoH may be summarized as follows: 

 Village ordinances related to management of animal waste appear to be comprehensive and 
follow good practices, without detrimental effects on long term land management or 
neighboring properties. 

 There are no defined rules or health related issues, currently apparent, that might be used to 
define limits to horse density in terms of boarding or use of property.  General guidance exists 
but it is noted that such guidance varies by county location, soil types, size of property, and 
other factors. 

 Degradation within soil of the volume of urine from horses, if managed according to current 
Village ordinances, does not appear to be a problem, in terms of nitrogen loading (from urea) or 
from other constituents. 

 The primary motivation of all horse owners and boarders is good, clean management of solid 
waste products, together with efficient removal, since no-one wants to have sick horses.  
Further, accumulation of waste products in pastures leads to reduced grazing activity. 

 There may be additional health issues that can be related to density of boarding but, to date, we 
have not found sufficient guidance other than good animal husbandry practices.  That does not 
mean that better practices should not be required. 

 
Our major finding and policy position is that very little data exists that can be used as concrete evidence 
on which to provide firm health guidelines and policies. 
 
To overcome this lack of data, the BoH has started a program for monitoring the quality of well water at 
9 locations throughout the Village.  This program has been in effect for a little over one year and is 
funded through general revenues of the Village.  The results are accessible through the offices of the 
Village Administrator and the Village Engineer.   The goals and consequences of this program are: 



     
                                                                                                                                                              

 To provide a base-line for sub-surface water quality, specifically related to well water quality for 
Village residents, that may be followed over a period of many years, based on specific reference 
points, and repeated sampling procedures.  In this way, the Village will be able to follow micro 
and macroscopic effects of possible contamination from chlorides, nitrates, phosphates, 
coliforms and deleterious organic products. 

 Horse boarders, property owners, neighbors to horse boarding activity, and other Village 
residents, will have access to this data and be able to compare results from their own well water 
quality analysis to those of public record from the 9 locations throughout the Village.  In this 
way, we expect to be able to measure if there are any deleterious effects from issues related to 
horse boarding or other activities that may affect water quality or health. 

 
As a Board, we recognize that initiation of the well water quality testing program is a small start in 
looking at the overall and complex issues related to horse boarding and health issues.  We welcome 
comments and suggestions for improvements or additional programs/testing that may be funded 
appropriately by the Village (we have looked at other sources of funds, most notably through Illinois 
EPA, without success). 
 
I would be pleased to answer any questions, or respond to any comments for improvements to our 
programs.Wollongong 
 
 
Gwynne Johnston 
Chairman,  
Village of Barrington Hills, Board of Health. 
 
 
Presentation made August 15, 2016, to the Village of Barrington Hills Zoning Board of Appeals 


