
 
          August 15, 2016 
 
Mr. Daniel Wolfgram 
Chairman, Zoning Board of Appeals 
Village of Barrington Hills 
Barrington Hills, Illinois 60010-5199 
 
  Subject:  Public Hearing comments:  Commercial Boarding Text Amendment 

 
Dear Mr. Chairman; 
 

Every resident that acquires land in Barrington Hills cherishes our open spaces and tranquility, and 
wants to protect our 5 acre residential zoning.  All of us moved here respecting and enjoying equestrian 
activity and none of us favor dense development or spread of commercialism. 

 
Public discourse during the ZBA hearings incorrectly focuses on a single dispute.   Instead, we call 

the ZBA and all residents’ attention to the negative consequences of Anderson II Text Amendment for 
the majority 5 acre properties.  These residences are in beautiful, historic neighborhoods and many 
share common easements.  

  
On June 17, 2014, then ZBA Member Kurt Anderson was kind to meet with me and discuss 

commercial boarding.  My interest was to discuss the importance of establishing proper limits on horses 
for the majority of 5 to 10 acre residential neighborhoods affected by commercial boarding.  While 
Member Anderson was sympathetic, he stated at that time that any code changes needed to find a way 
to legalize Oakwood Farms.   
 

In July, 2011; then ZBA chair Judy Freeman authored official opinion favoring special use.  Later, the 
Appellate Court ruled Oakwood did not comply with Home Occupation, allowed by the infamous 
“Schumann letter”.  So, in order to legalize Oakwood and create a Riding Club corridor for commercial 
self-interests; Anderson II passed with a 7 year retroactive provision.  That approach placed the Village 
in a proactive position of favoring one resident over another in the midst of legal proceedings. 

 
Unfortunately, negative consequences of Anderson II also serve to destroy the residential rights of 

our 5 acre neighborhoods.  The chart found below is not my interpretation, but represents summary 
information provided to me from the Village clerk and an enforcement officer on the Text Amendment.  
Any ambiguity only further points to flaws in the code for purposes of enforcement.   

 
 Unlimited numbers of horses are allowed on 5 & 10 acre properties 
 Commercial boarded horses are minimums of 10 on 5 acres or 20 on 10 acres. 
 No approvals are required from the Village to establish commercial operations 
 Under Anderson II, no restriction for use of common easements exists and commercial traffic 

is allowed.  If easement language does not restrict commercial operations, provisions reverse 
to the allowances of Anderson II. 

 Particularly unsettling is change to floor area ratio restrictions.  For instance, my wife and I 
could install a horse stable and riding areas sufficient to house 40 or more horses on our 10 ½ 
acres along Brinker; forever changing the character of that pristine road.    
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One only needs to view the massive structure with associated necessary lighting, parking and road 
access for that 2 year construction on Algonquin and Old Sutton roads.  This indoor and outdoor polo 
and boarding facility was granted a special use for personal use only.  One can question if the current 
Text Amendment will now allow that property to be used for unrestricted commercial boarding under 
Anderson II.   It is also fair to wonder what Barrington Farms has in mind or what new construction may 
await neighbors of Oakwood under the Text Amendment that those owners so vehemently favor. 
 

These facts highlight the destruction of residential rights caused by Anderson II.   
 
For several years, attempts have been made to polarize our community between pro and anti-

equestrians.  That is a false narrative.   However, it is true that an extreme equestrian group seeks to 
turn our Village into a commercial boarding destination and use our public facilities and private trails for 
the benefit of residents and non-residents.  We do not oppose commercial boarding.  Large scale 
boarding operations that are not offensive to the residential condition of each neighborhood are part of 
our Village’s character. 

 
However, residential rights and protections of open spaces free of excessive commercialism has 

always been a hallmark of the Village.  Anderson II constructed an illegal 7 year retroactive provision in 
order to build a work around for the benefit of one resident.  The Village reversed its original cease and 
desist actions against Oakwood Farms in order to favor alleged special interest motivations of members 
of the ZBA and Trustees at that time.   

 
We request that the Village immediately reverse the illegal 7 year retroactive provision of 

Anderson II to the original state of Home Occupation.   Furthermore, we support the ZBA’s 
construction of an appropriate code with reasonable limits on horse occupancy and building 
construction.  We also request that the Village initiate an independent and official inquiry into what 
appears to be illegal actions taken to adopt the 7 year retroactive Anderson II code.   

 
Please, Restore our Residential Rights! 
 
 
     Respectively submitted; 

 
     Jack E. Reich 

      26 year resident 
 
 

Trustee Colleen Konicek Hannigan, Trustee Liaison to ZBA 
Ms. Debra Buettner, ZBA Member 
Mr. Richard Chambers, ZBA Member 
Mr. Jan Goss, ZBA Member 
Mr. Patrick Hennelly, ZBA Member 
Mr. Jim Root, ZBA Member 
Mr. David Stieper, ZBA Member 
Ms. Anna Paul, Clerk, Village of Barrington Hills 
Ms. Mary Dickson & Mr. Patrick Bond; Village Attorneys 
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