
  

Dear Member: 

URGENT;  Your Riding Club has discovered that the latest incarnation of the 
LeCompte-Drury lawsuit has produced a court ruling that has very negative 
potential implications for Barrington Hills. 
  
The ruling was based on a judgement from a 2011 state court ruling that is part of 
this same dispute.  This 2011 ruling was published by the Village and now appears 
to be legal precedent and the law of the land: 
 
"Using stables for the commercial boarding of horses does not comport with the 
Village's Zoning Code." 
  
The LeCompte-Drury lawsuit is a neighbor to neighbor dispute.   
 
This ruling, however, could jeopardize the future of the other 20+ barns operated 
by our friends and neighbors that engage in the larger scale boarding and training 
of horses that don't have problems with neighbors.  More significantly, the above 
language is so broad and so clear that it threatens the existence of the 100+ 
backyard stables boarding one or two horses for neighbors.  Both large and small-
scale boarding and training of horses has been a part of life in Barrington Hills 
since before the Village was founded and benefits everyone, whether or not they 
own horses. 
 
The open land necessary for these activities is enjoyed by all, and the alternative 
use of these large properties is subdivision and development, which will change 
the look and feel of our community forever. 
 
In order to protect our future, the Village Board must clarify the zoning code as it 
relates to the boarding and training of horses so that a state court that does not 
know our community cannot threaten horses and open space in Barrington Hills. 
 
Thus far this critical topic has not made it onto the agenda of our Village Board! 
 Please join us tonight at 6:30 PM in Village Hall to encourage our elected officials 
to discuss and deal with this issue before it affects your horse, your barn, your 
view, or the peaceful enjoyment of your country property.  
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