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Board of Health
Illinois Amends Septic Code
The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) recently amended the state code governing private sewage 
disposal. The IDPH code serves as the benchmark for all local health departments, including Barrington Hills. The 
changes in the state code necessitate changes in our village code, with the standard being that our code must 
be at least as stringent as the IDPH code. The new IDPH code goes into effect on 1/1/14. Accordingly, portions 
of our Village code pertaining to septic systems must be amended by the 1/1/14 IDPH implementation date.
Changes in the Septic Code only will pertain to anyone applying for a new septic permit or septic modification 
permit; if your current septic system is operating properly and not in need of modifications or repairs subject to 
a permit, the new regulations will not apply to you.
Among the requirements of the amended code is that new permit applicants must sign the septic permit 
acknowledging they are aware of and accept responsibility to service and maintain their septic system. This 
includes periodic inspections every 3-5 years and maintaining all maintenance records for the life of the system, 
with such records required to be transferred from owner to owner. Again, this only applies to systems subject to 
new septic permits or septic modification permits. Of course, even if your existing septic system is not subject to 
the new regulations, it is always wise to properly maintain and periodically inspect your septic system to ensure 
proper operation, minimize the chances of an emergency failure, and protect your family’s health.
The new code amendments also dictate some new design standards. For example, a soil investigation will 
be the only acceptable method for designing a subsurface seepage field; a percolation test will no longer be 
accepted for design. Additional standards will apply relative to separation requirements, drainage, tank baffles, 
and non-residential properties, among others.
Our Village and its residents are required to comply with new state requirements governing private sewage 
disposal. Amendments to our Village code will reflect these changes effective 1/1/14. In order to help our 
residents understand the new regulations, public hearings were held during the month of October. The Village 
Code is available via the Village’s web site at www.barringtonhills-il.gov. The sections relevant to septic systems 
are 4-2-7 and 6-4-6.

TRUSTEE UPDATE—

Karen S. Selman - Trustee  Finance
kselman@barringtonhills-il.gov

T he Finance Committee met in October to review the third quarter reports, as well as the Trustees’ worksheets for  
     the 2014 Budget.  The third quarter shows a surplus of revenues over expenses, and members of the Committee 
discussed projections for year-end, including the recent settlement with the Metropolitan Alliance of Police (MAP).  
The Committee discussed goals for the 2014 Budget and agreed to produce a balanced budget, while maintaining 
the annual Levy at 2013 levels.  
The 2014 Village Budget was presented to the Trustee Board at the November board meeting.  The Trustees agreed 
to pass the Budget with three line items left undetermined, pending review.  These items consist of two personnel 
salaries and the police pension payment for 2014. All three items will be resolved prior to the December Board 
Meeting and Levy determination, and the 2014 Budget will reflect these determined numbers.  The 2014 Budget is 
lean, with a reduction in legal expenditures and over contributions to the police pension fund that combined equal a 
total of over $200,000. It will work, as long as everyone behaves. 
The Budget is not a binding document but is used as a guide with the revenues and expenses for operations 
projected for the coming year.   Additionally, the Budget determines the amount set for the Levy.  The Appropriation 
is the binding financial determination for a municipality, which will be voted on at the March, 2014 Trustee board 
meeting.  The Levy amounts will be voted on at the December Trustee board meeting.
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