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BACOG Well Water Tests Results are In 

The Barrington Area Council of Governments (BACOG) hosted its fourth bacteria and nitrates water sample 

collection event for private well owners on March 13th at The Garlands of Barrington.  The previous week, 

BACOG member villages and townships sold 344 water testing kits to their residents with wells.   

BACOG’s program makes it easy for residents to test their drinking water for harmful bacteria and nitrates.   

“Owners of private wells don’t always know it’s their responsibility alone to make sure their water is clean,” 

explained BACOG Executive Director Janet Agnoletti.  “BACOG makes kits available in the Barrington area, 

drives the samples to the county for you, and offers the lowest rate out there.”  The Villages of Barrington 

and Tower Lakes and several subdivisions have community water supplies that are regulated by state 

agencies and therefore don’t require residents to do their own testing. 

At the event, residents turned in their home water samples to BACOG volunteers.  BACOG then transported 

the samples to their partner, the Lake County Health Department (LCHD), for analysis.  The Lake County 

Environmental Laboratory promptly analyzed all of the water samples and found that approximately 4% 

contained bacteria (total coliform), but none of the samples exceeded the nitrates standard.  Any resident 

with an unsatisfactory sample result received a phone call from the LCHD within  24 hours notifying them of 

the precautionary and corrective measures that needed to be taken prior to re-sampling their water. 

Private well owners should test their wells annually for coliform bacteria and nitrates, as these 

contaminants can arise suddenly, sometimes with no readily apparent cause.  Coliform bacteria are 

common in the environment and can be introduced into a private well system when the well or plumbing is 

serviced.  Nitrates can enter the well from fertilizer, or from human or animal waste.  Households with 

pregnant women or infants should be sure to test their water because they are more susceptible to illness 

caused by nitrates. 

The event’s presentation, “Groundwater Myth vs. Fact,” was well-attended by residents who learned more 

about groundwater, recharge of the aquifers, wells and septic systems.  Go to www.bacog.org to learn 

more about groundwater in the BACOG area, additional levels of water testing, or to sign up for notification 

of future water testing events. 
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